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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Eleven of the twelve founding members of Plantation Lakes 
Garden Club first gathered at my house on January 12, 2016 
to explore the possibility of starting a garden club.  

It hasn’t even been a year since that day, and here we are… 
members of the National Association of Garden Clubs, Inc. 
and Delaware Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. We have 
twenty members, a dozen projects underway, and a major 
fundraising activity on our horizon.  

The amazing people who started and have since joined this 
club have tried new things and visited new places, learned 
new skills, made amazing friendships, and become more 
aware of and interested in preserving our environment. 

It’s no coincidence that today’s design exhibit is a design 
appropriate for a celebration because this IS a day for 
celebrating our first anniversary.   

Congratulations to us! 

TODAY’S PROGRAM

We are extremely fortunate to have Dottie Howatt as our 
presenter today. There is no one better qualified than Dottie 
to introduce our members to the flower show experience and 
explain how a club goes about organizing and holding a 
flower show of its own. 

Who knows… we might just walk out of today’s meeting so 
inspired that we’ll want to hold our own flower show next year.  

Thank you, Dottie! 
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January Hostesses


Thank you to our hostesses for 
today’s meeting, Gale Harley 
and Barbara Ramsey 
Chudakewich. 

Design Exhibitors


Thank you to today’s designers, 
Sylvia Heidbreder, Judy Pfister, 
and Barbara Ramsey-
Chudakewich.  

They each created a novelty 
design that is appropriate for a 
celebration of their choice. 

Happy Birthday!


Marilyn Zimmerli and Barbara 
Ramsey-Chudakewich

GROWING TOGETHER 
Plantation Lakes Garden Club, P.O. Box 904, Millsboro, Delaware 19966
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January Horticultural Tips 

Winter Care: 

• When the holidays are over, recycle the tree. Cut off branches and use as insulation over perennials.  

• Anti-desiccant sprays can be applied on a mild day (be sure to read the label for application information). 
Particularly helpful on evergreen rhododendrons and azaleas. 

• A  good snow cover can act as a mulch, but snow piled on evergreens weighs them down, often causing breakage. 
Trees and shrubs covered with heavy snow can be helped by gently brushing off snow.  

• When ice forms on tree and shrub branches, don't try to break it off. Let the ice melt naturally so there is less chance 
of breakage.  

• Avoid the use of salt to melt snow; it is toxic to most plants (sand, sawdust and kitty litter are alternate choices).Salt 
will also crack your cement if you have not sealed it yet. 

• During winter thaws, water evergreens especially those on the south and west side of the house.  

• Check on stored fruits and vegetables and on ornamental bulbs, corms and rhizomes. Throw out any that look 
unhealthy.  

• Avoid heavy traffic on dormant lawns. Dry grass is easily broken, and the crown of the plant may be severely 
damaged or killed. 

•  Avoid storing liquid pesticides where they can freeze. Cold temperatures cause some pesticides to become 
ineffective.  

• To prevent tearing of bark, prune storm damaged branches as soon as damage occurs.  

• Prune forsythia, pussy willow and/or quince for forcing indoors.  

Planning for Next Growing Season: 

• Evaluate the reputation of mail order companies by checking customer ratings on The Garden Watchdog, a free 
directory of 7,818 gardening companies hosted by davesgarden.com. 

•  Make a list of native plants to add to your garden beds to support pollinators.  

• Check your garden tools - tighten handles, sharpen edges, clean with steel wool and 3 in1 oil, rub wooden handles 
with beeswax. 

• Enjoy all the catalogs that start showing up in mailboxes and start dreaming. 

House Plants: 

• To increase humidity, set plants on trays of pebbles and water.  

• When watering houseplants, fill a container with tap water and allow the water to warm to room temperature before 
pouring on cold sensitive plants.  

• Water only as needed. Leaves turning yellow in winter is often a sign of overwatering 

• Turn plants regularly to keep them shapely. Pinch back new growth to promote bushiness.  

• Little or no fertilizer is needed during winter.  

http://davesgarden.com
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