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Thank you 
Our Fabulous February Hostesses,  
Gale Harley and Laurie Walsh 

Design Exhibitors, Sylvia Heidbreder, 
Betty Baeschlin and Mary Williford 

February Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to Mary Balasi - 2/7  
Sylvia Heidbreder - 2/16  
Fran Lauve - 2/17  
Kayla Maxwell - 2/15 

Bylaws Report 
The Bylaws Committee reviewed our 
Bylaws and considered suggestions from 
garden club members before making 
recommendations for some changes. You 
will have a month to review their report 
and consider their proposals before 
voting on them at the March meeting.  
 
2018 Budget Proposal 

Mary will present to club members the 
budget proposed by the Finance 
Committee. You will have a month to 
review and consider it before we vote on 
it at the March meeting. Contact Mary if 
you have any questions.  
 

Next Meeting 

Board Meeting:  
Friday, March 2, 1:30 p.m., Officers are 
expected to attend and Committee 
Chairs are invited. One chair of a standing 
committee must be present for a quorum. 
Location will be confirmed when the 
Agenda is emailed.  
 

General Meeting:  
Wednesday, March 7, 9:30 a.m.  
Our program will be presented by Dottie 
Howattt, DFGC Judges Council Chair for 
Flower Show Schedule Approval and 
Judges Credentials. 

A Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc., Central Atlantic Region of State Garden Clubs, Inc. and Delaware Federation of Garden Clubs 

GROWING TOGETHER 
 Plantation Lakes Garden Club, P. O. Box 904, Millsboro, Delaware 19966

Welcome Sandra Lopez 
Many of you have met today’s program presenter through her support of 

our plant sales and her participation in last year’s May Basket workshop. 
Sandra Lopez is a member of Gardeners by the Sea, and all those ribbons 
pictured above were hers last year at their “Visual Vacation” flower show. 

Sandra is not an accredited flower show judge, so she will not be talking to 
us as an expert… She is “just” a garden club member who embraces the 

opportunity to learn from competing in a National Garden Clubs flower 
show. She is eager to share a few suggestions with PLGC members, and 
willing to answer your questions.   

Happy Birthday! 
Plantation Lakes Garden Club turns two today. At the February 2016 
meeting, our first members and officers were installed, less than a month 
after their first informal get-together to discuss whether there was enough 
interest in our community to start a garden club.  

We shared two goals: to learn about gardening in this area and to meet 
neighbors who have similar interests. Since then we have all enjoyed lots of 

“firsts” - visits to local landmarks, learning about bees and worms, making 
floral designs, discovering horticulture in our own back yards and more. As 
members of this garden club, we have many opportunities but few 
obligations, and each member has the flexibility to participate at her own 
level of interest, time, and energy… just as our founding member 

envisioned for us. 

Congratulations, PLGC, and Happy Birthday!
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Celebrate Spring, NGC Small Standard Flower Show 
My goal for our first flower show is “Participation” - NOT “Perfection.” We get a lot of points for participation and, 
more important, it will be a learning experience for us, even if we don’t win a ribbon. Since the flower show I 
participated in last summer, I’m a much better shopper for plants because now I know what a healthy plant looks like. 

If you don’t have a houseplant in a pot that is no larger than 8” inside diameter to exhibit in our flower show, you still 
have time to get one, so long as it’s before February 19. If you don’t make that deadline, you can buy or make a 
“combination planting” until March 19 - i.e., terrarium, desertarium (a terrarium planted with succulents), or dish 
garden. Can we count on one potted plant or combination planting from every PLGC member in addition to cut 
flowers, trees, or shrubs listed in the Flower Show Schedule, Division I, Horticulture? 

Let’s take another look at the organizational chart of our flower show: We will focus on the Horticulture Division today.

FLOWER SHOW SCHEDULE - Every member will go home from the February meeting with a printed draft of the 
Flower Show Schedule, which lists all the Rules and all the Sections and Classes. If you look at the Horticulture Division, 
you will see “Classes” in each Section listed above. These list the specific plant types you can exhibit. There is a lot of 
information packed into this 8-page schedule, so you might want to read through it more than once. Start a list of 
questions, because the answer lady will be the presenter for our March meeting. 

FLOWER SHOW NEEDS - We need a few things that someone in our club probably has tucked away in your garage or 
basement. Is there anyone in PLGC who has a large stand-up easel that we could borrow on the day of the Flower 
Show? A rolling utility cart? The list will likely grow beween now and May, but that’s what we need so far. 

I also need someone to put up directional signs to the Flower Show while the judges are at my house for brunch prior 
to the judging, so they will see the signs between my house and the Plantation Lakes Community Center. 

Announcements 
JEWELRY JUMBLE - Remember to clean our your jewelry box and bring the pieces you never wear to our meetings! 

NEWSLETTERS - Did you know that Growing Together Newsletters are posted on our website? Just go to the 
Members Only page, and you’ll find a link in the right column (or type PlantationLakesGardenClub.org/newsletters into 
your browser). We will have a few printed copies at meetings for guests, but not for everyone, beginning in May. 

SURVEY - Several members have completed the online survey. I haven’t tabulated the results yet, but will before the 
month is over. Thank you for your help with this.  

SUMMER MEETINGS? Would anyone be interested in optional garden club activities in the summer? Perhaps trips or 
workshops or other purely social lunches? If so, we’re open to your suggestions. Small groups, even 4, would be fine. 

COMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS -  

Sunshine - Fran Lauve will assist Gerri Williams by collecting greeting cards from PLGC members who may have an 
abundance of them at home. We’re looking for birthday cards, get well cards, and sympathy cards. You can bring 
them to her at a meeting or give them to her at a mutually convenient time. 

Atlantic Shores Patient Garden Restoration - We have volunteers willing to help over there, but we need 
someone to coordinate the activity. It normally takes place the week after the plant sale, because we purchase at 
cost any plants left over from the Plant Sale. 

Social Media - I’m the admin for DFGC and PLGC Facebook pages and try to post nearly daily. Is there someone 
else who is willing to take over this job or at least participate? 

BYLAWS & BUDGET PROPOSALS - We will vote at the March meeting on proposals you receive on February 7. 

DIVISION I - HORTICULTURE 
“Gifts from the Garden” 

SECTION A SECTION B SECTION C SECTION D SECTION E SECTION F 
“Happy Birthday” “May Day” “Arbor Day” “Memorial Day” “Prom”  “Graduation” 
Biennials & Flowering  Trees &  Potted  Potted  Combination  
Perennials Bulbs  Shrubs  Foliage Plants Flowering Plants Plants

http://plantationlakesgardenclub.org/newsletters
http://plantationlakesgardenclub.org/newsletters

