
November Meeting on Wednesday, 11/4
We will meet at The Landing patio for a short business meeting before heading en masse to the 
Community Center where we will plant bulbs.  Please bring your garden tools with you for a 
morning of planting and camaraderie.  Bulbs will be provided… lots of daffodils and tulips.  
These plantings will beautify the area nearby this spring for the long-awaited Blue Star 
Memorial.  Dress appropriately!

Believe it or not, our next meeting after this will be our holiday breakfast meeting at The 
Landings on 12/2.  Cost for the hot breakfast buffet will be $20.  Please bring a check to 
Wednesday’s meeting to cover this cost.    

Getting Ready for Winter
In addition to planting your bulbs, fall is a great time of year to plant trees for brilliant foliage next 
fall.  Though spring planting of trees is fine, planting in the fall allows a freshly planted tree to 
put its energy into root growth, not foliage, and establish itself before winter.  The combination of 
warm soil and cool air stimulates root growth to help get the tree established before the ground 
freezes.  Just some of the best trees for bright foliage in Zone 7 include:  Sugar Maple, Vine 
Maple, Red Oak, Shagbark Hickory, Beech, River Birch, Japanese Maple, American Sweetgum, 
Dogwood, and Bald Cypress.  Your local garden center can offer other suggestions for a brilliant 
show in the fall. When choosing your tree, keep in mind there is no way to predict fall color. The 
genetics of the plant play a major role in timing and color intensity, but so do weather and 
various other environmental factors.  Again, your garden center can best guide you on selection.

Protect your Bulbs
Short of building a high fence to keep deer from getting to your bulbs, Better Homes & Gardens 
offer more tips on protecting your bulbs.  (1) Build a short fence, at least 3 feet tall and 12 
inches below ground to prevent from digging under the fence.  (2) Use mesh to protect bulbs 
from squirrels and mice.  Chicken wire is ideal and effective.  (3) Plant deeply (at least 3 times 
the bulb height) and remove evidence of bulb planting including bulb casings.  (4) Apply 
mulching to maintain moisture and maintain a cool soil temperature.  Just don’t do it too early… 
wait until ground is cold or frozen.  (5) Plant in well-drained soil as waterlogged soil can 
suffocate the bulbs because there are no air spaces that allow roots to grow.  To keep soil well 
drained, add compost or builder’s sand.  (6) Try repellants, but don’t count on them as critters 
can get used to them.  

Don’t forget your check, payable to PLGC, if you plan to attend the holiday Breakfast Buffet.  
Remember, it’s our time to be MERRY!
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